SPECIAL EVENTS

I n every community there will be highlights during the year, either for
individual families or for the village as awhole.

Here are three accounts of what, for those who were involved, were very
specid events.............

‘...Please it you to wete that | sent your eldest son to my Lady Morley, to
have knowledge what sports were used in her house in Christmas next
following after the decease of my lord her husband; and she said there
wer e none disguisings, nor harping, nor luting, nor singing, nor non loud
disports; but playing at the tables, and chess, and cards. Such disports
she gave her folks leave to play and none other.’

Margery to her husband, John Pagon IlI, concerning how Christmas
should be celebrated in view of the recent death of his mother, M arger et
Paston. December 1484.

Source Everyman's Library, the Paston letters, published be J.M.Dent& SonsLtd.
Revised edition 1956, reprinted 1961
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A ONCE IN ALIFETIME EVENT

St.Magaret’ s Church, Paston

THE RESTORATION AND REDEDICATION OF
ST. MARGARET’S, PASTON

Since becoming Team Rector of the Trunch Team M inigry in 1994 and
more particularly sincetakingdirect responsibility for Pason when Revd.
Alan Cunnington left the Trunch Team twoyears later | have had a
particular concern for the church and parish of Paston. Thefocus of my
concern has been threfold:

* therevitaisation of the underused and loss making parish hdl

* the small size of theloya, dedicated congregation
* the poor stae of the building and in particular the thatch roof
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Thefirst two arevitdly important:

The transformation from parish to village hdl is probably covered

dsawherein the annals

The gowth of the congregation (though it is gill smaler than one

would wish) has been encouraging.

It was however the third problem that occupied our thinking over

1999/2000. Here are afew facts:

(1)
(2)
©)

(4)

©)

Timetaken from start to finish - oneyear
Totd cost: £94,000
M gor benefactors: English Heritage
Landfill
Historic Churches Restoration Trust
Norfolk Historic Churches
Work completed: Naverethatched
Ceailingrenewed and repainted
M inor works to South Porch,
East windows and gable corners.
il led tradesmen involved: Architects
Thatchers
Builders
Glaziers

Blacksmiths

] Thatcher' s dog on ladder.
Interior, July 1999. February 2000.
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Thatchers & St Margaret’ s Church Paston, February 2000.

It was an eventful year with disruptions caused by a change of builders
which affected everybody else. However, when the time came for the
rededication al (well, almost dl) was put behind us.

4

Refurbished roof interior, June 2000. Rethatched Paston Church, June 2000.
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A procession led from the Village Hall to the Church Service. Joined by
our fellow churches of the Team and with the Right Reverend Anthony
Foottit, Bishgp of Lynn, presiding and preaching, we celebrated this great
occasion. The church had been meticulously cleaned and splendidly
decorated for the occasion.

Procession to the
Rededication service
April 30th 2000.

The Right Reverend
Anthony Foottit,
Bishop of Lynn

In the procession.

Following from that service the church congregation returned from its
temporay exile in the Village Hal to gather fortnightly for Holy
Communion in the church. Thefirst such servicewas led by the Revd. Jim
Gytonwho in earlier years as Team Vicar gave so much to the church and
parish of Paston.

| began by sayingthis was a once in alifetime event. As M ary Purdy, who
a 91 and a lifdong resident of our village, cannot remember the church
being re-thatched, my title is no exaggeration (even though thatch is only
meant to last 60years).

M aybeyou arereading thisin 2100. If so, may you find the same sense of
fulfilment in the restoraion of your church as we did and may “the joy of
the Lord beyour grength”.

107 The Revd. Peter B. Allan



PASTON VILLAGE OPEN GARDENS

This popular annua event has now been running for severd years, and
loca residents put agreat deal of effort to bringtheir gardens to thepeak of
perfection on Open Day in June. AnneDavies organised and coordinated
the event in June 2000.

Vera Argent and her team of willing helpers provided refreshments at the
village hdl, where a marquee was set up in the grounds, and plants were
sold both at the hall and at individual gardens.

Visitors numbered around 300 and over £1,000 was raised for the Village
Hall Fund.

GARDEN DETAILS

I Wendy & Chiz Young, 10 Bears Rogs!
Iyr old ganden, was jus) lewn. MNow Olling o with plams
Plaits Tor sale
2nd vear garden.  The pond is more established, borders, shrubs. and
grevmhoss
Ting sesd Brian Hall, 4 Mundesley Koad
Pond end mexed bandiers madnly al beck of house. A Temily gandes
gradually becoming more esinbished
4 Pai and Michae] Dewsom, The Caks, Mundesley Boad
Sin yesry o blemding mainly permnials, shrube, roses, herbs and vepeiables
L gl warnady sl sensd g winals
RalMe. Mants lor sl Toilel
5 Puul and Ukeising Damén, 2 Hell Comages, Baclon Regd
Lived here For 13 years and still not got dhe garden somed.  We love weeids!
Dicszs Ormand Force do large gardens?
Fadfie,
f Jobm and Ross Penrose, Foolpath Collags, Vicarape Eogd
Blimed beds, ponds, fos sl los ol vely oslour
Anne Davies, Pebble Cotlege, Y icarags Hoad,
| am beginming o own this gardes when it dozsn't own me by e repid
proawth,  Has haad o short back and sides this winter,  Stil lots to da,
inchading leeating a small pomd,  Any s welovme
Toilet. Arl srall.? Planis
£ Lina MoCraiee, The Mesi, Vicarags Bosd,
& garden for relaxing.  Beds, shrubs, lois of lown, sl ina very wisdy spal.
Toiled,

ALSL OPEM

The Farge - A werking forge woish many gardes fems n weoughs (ron for sl
Lrwmir & backsmith - Birian Resmakis.

Soow Wisdmiill - Bl in 1337, owsers Roger & Andren Hoagh.
Eatry $oz  Privele ganlen nel openi

ROITE
(LY GARDMENS [HSFLAY NG THE YELLOW FLIPER SYMBIH. ARE {HFEN
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Paston Village Gardens
OPEN DAY

Sunday 1§th Juse 2000 | las
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Vderie & Adrian Read
in ther garden at
7 Chapd Road

The garden of Wendy
& ChrisYoung a
10 Bears Road

Mike Dawson' s
vegetable plot at

Mundesley Road




The garden of Tina &
Brian Hdl &
4 Mundesley Road

Anne Daviesin her
gaden a
Pebble Cottage

John & Rose Penrose in
their garden a
Footpath Cottage
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Maureen Park & Alan Wilkinson
1 BearsRoad, Pagon.

M aureen’s family has links back to the 1800’ s in Paston.
She has lived in Paston most of her life and Alan, previously from South
Yorkshire, has lived in M undesley for about tenyears.

After a short engagement, they were married on Wednesday 10th M &y,
2000.

On abright sunny day, the ceremony was held a North Walsham Register
Office with thirty guests. M aureen’s brother Richard was her witness and
Alan’s sister Janet was hiswitness.

The reception was hdd a the Ingeside Hote, M undesley, with another
twenty guests in the afternoon. Thefood, room and facilities were magca.
The evening party with disco finished the day off nicely for sixty five
guests and the bride and groom.

A few days later they went on honeymoon to Portugd for seven days. They
were again fortunate with the weather.
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